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Immanuel Feniscowles
Welcome - Immanuel is a church at the heart of our local community here 
in Feniscowles and Pleasington. We believe that God has called us to 
reflect the grace, beauty, love and peace of Jesus Christ to one another 
and to our neighbours here in Feniscowles, Pleasington, Livesey and 
Cherry Tree. God has blessed us with a beautiful and historic church 
building and with a heritage of prayer and Christian worship. We want to 
share all that God has given us, with those who want to experience more 
of God’s grace and blessing in their lives - Come and Worship

M: 07493 088 703   E: immanuel252@btinternet.com

51 Lomond Gardens, Blackburn BB2 5BW

Our new web address is: Immanuelchurchfeniscowles.org

Sunday Services: 9:15am – Parish Eucharist

2nd Sunday of the month: Café Church in the Church Hall 9.00am for a 
9.15am start, Coffee Croissants and a family friendly church service.

4th Sunday of the month: Eucharist following the BCP prayer book. 

Thursdays: 7:30pm Family Communion

Everyone is welcome to have a family Baptism (Christening) at Immanuel 
or to arrange to be married here - please contact Rev Bryn to book 
weddings and baptisms on:
07493 088 703
email on - immanuel252@btinternet.com
or come along to a Service and speak to Phil.

Safeguarding
Our parish of Immanuel Feniscowles is committed to safeguarding 

children, young people and adults from harm. We follow the House of 

Bishops guidance and policies and have our own Parish Safeguarding 

Officer (PSO). If you are concerned that a child or adult has been harmed 

or may be at risk of harm in our parish please contact our PSO, Joanna 

Duckworth-Crowell (contact details below) or the Diocesan Safeguarding 

Advisor, Cath Smith (contact details below). If you have immediate 

concerns about the safety of someone, please contact the police and your 

local authority’s children or adult social care services. The Diocese of 

Blackburn’s safeguarding pages contain further links and information and 

can be found here:  https://www.blackburn.anglican.org/overview



Welcome to Our Services
Everyone is very welcome at Immanuel. We have a range of Services on 
di�erent days and of di�erent styles, come along to experience more.
Sundays - 9.15am - Holy Communion
Our main weekly Holy Communion service with hymns, prayers, and a talk 
on one of the Bible readings.
2nd Sunday of the month - Café Church in the Church Hall 9.00am for a 
9.15am start, Co�ee Croissants and a family friendly church service.
4th Sunday of the month - Holy Communion in traditional language, 
using the Book of Common Prayer. 
Thursdays - 7:30pm - Family Communion
A shorter, more informal Holy Communion service suitable for the whole 
family.’
LOTS OF OTHER SEASONAL AND OCCASIONAL SERVICES ARE HELD 
THROUGH THE YEAR - KEEP AN EYE OPEN FOR THEM BY LOOKING                
AT THE WEBSITE, THE PARISH MAGAZINE OR, BETTER STILL, COME    
ALONG TO ONE OF OUR REGULAR SERVICES TO FIND OUT MORE!

Parish Safeguarding O�cer 

Joanna Duckworth-Crowell 

Mob - 07837 340932

Email - scru�yduck007@hotmail.com

 
Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser

Cath Smith 

Mob - 07711 485170

Email  - catherine.smith@blackburn.anglican.org

IMMANUEL YOUTUBE CHANNEL
Please don’t forget to visit YOUTUBE at FENNYCHURCHES if you have been 
unable to attend worship. If you know someone who is ill and would like to 
keep up with our church services, please let them
know. They can watch a fortnightly video on Youtube.



THE VICAR
By the time you read this we’ll have welcomed our new curate, Sara, to the bene�ce, and I’m 
sure you’ll join me in making sure she feels really at home with us. I know that Sara will be a 
real blessing to us, and I pray that we’ll be a blessing to her as well.
Curates are newly ordained ministers, just starting out in a new role after years of training   
and preparation. That means they’ll be doing lots of things for the �rst time: preaching and 
leading services in new churches, taking funerals, baptising people - all with the support of 
those around them as they step into this next stage of their journey. 
And this can feel like a big step - joining a new community, starting in a new job, and 
beginning ordained life. So I hope you’ll pray for Sara as she settles in - and not just pray, but 
encourage her, take time to chat to her, get to know her, and let her know when she’s done 
something well. I can tell you from experience that these little things make a big di�erence!
As a diocese, we’ve also just celebrated the ordination of many others to be deacons and 
priests in churches across Lancashire. Some are beginning in curacies like Sara, some are 
continuing in their curacies and taking on additional responsibilities. Please also keep them 
in mind - the whole group of people across our diocese stepping out in faith to serve God  
and his church. Pray that they’d know God’s help, peace, and joy in all they do, and that the 
Spirit who called them would continue to guide and sustain them. And as you pray for those 
who are following God’s call to ordained ministry, can I encourage you to ask God what his 
call to you might be? It might not be to ordination, but might he be calling you to serve him 
and his church in new and di�erent ways? Pray for his guidance and ask him to give you the 
courage to act on it - who knows where it might lead? - Best wishes - Bryn

Why join the Electoral Roll?
Joining the electoral roll is an important way of con�rming your commitment to Feniscowles 
Immanuel community and to the vision of the church. But it also opens up the way for greater 
involvement in the life of the Church of England, at Deanery, Diocesan and national levels.          
By joining, you become entitled to participate in the government of the church and to vote at 
the Annual Parochial Church Meeting, where the elections take place for:

•   the Parochial Church Council

•   the parish’s representatives on the deanery synod.
Any person entitled to attend the APCM may raise any question of parochial or general church 
interest. In addition, those who live outside the Parish but are on the Electoral Roll enjoy all the 
rights and privileges that go with being resident in the parish  (for example, baptisms and 
weddings). However, if you live outside the Parish and want to be on the Electoral Roll, you have 
to have been worshipping at Feniscowles Immanuel for a minimum period of six months.
Joining the roll is an important statement of witness and a step along the path of discipleship. 
With your name on the electoral roll, the strength of the Church can be seen in our local area, 
and across the Diocese. If you’re a regular at Feniscowles Immanuel, you should be on the 
electoral roll!
Note: The 2025 APCM took place on 11th May, but you can still join the Electoral Roll at any 
time, just complete a form (available at the back of church) and hand to the Electoral Roll o�cer 
(Peter Smith), Church Warden (Phil Entwistle) or Deputy Church Warden (Peter Hodkinson).



WARDENS REPORT
This time of year, is usually quiet, having had Christmas, Easter, Ascension Day, there are no 
festival services until we come to Harvest in October, however 2025 seems to be a little 
di�erent with Sara joining us as Curate and our planning for the Mission Weekend in 
September (see details within this magazine) as we continue to follow the Leading Your 
Church into Growth Programme as a PCC, of which the September fun day is just a part. 
Added to which we have the Fair and Dog Show.

We o�er Sara a big Immanuel welcome and trust that her time with us will help her along 
her path to ordination.

To add to the above, we have a major issue with the disabled/only toilet at church which 
has dry rot and needs to be completely stripped out prior to getting agreement as to how 
we reroof to ensure the issue does not arise again. Many of you have probably never used 
the toilet, however for families and people attending from distance for weddings and 
funerals it is vital. Not only that it is a testament to how we care for the church, it is great 
having the Narthex and new glass doors which look fantastic if people then need to use a 
horrendous toilet.

Other works have been undertaken due entirely to a very kind donation; the hall ramp has 
been resurfaced, and we now have pew cushions which are much more comfortable than 
the old pieces of carpet. Unfortunately, the list of work does not end there at both the hall 
and church.

Since my last article I have had Peter Dobson and Peter Smith agree to take up the 
distribution and coordinating of the magazine and I thank them for this as although we 
only publish every two months it does take up time that I need to be spending on other 
important tasks. Additionally, we have crossed o� several of the small repair jobs around 
the church and hall, thank you to all those who attended the big tidy up we had in June.

If anyone has articles for consideration of inclusion in the magazine, please let either Peter 
Smith or myself have them.

Best wishes - Phil Entwistle

                                              The foodbank has urgent need of the following items:
 •  Tinned Vegetables  •  Shampoo  •  Deodorant
 •  Biscuits  •  Tinned Custard
    Other items (e.g. Tinned Soup, Tinned Fruit)  
    always welcome.
Please leave donations in, or next to, the white basket at the back of church.

Thank you!     
Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you 
something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe 
you?  When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever 
you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’  -  Matthew 25:37-40



Edward & Margaret & Ken Winterburn.

Florence & Harry Hargreaves.

Amy Nuttall.

Fred Perry Travis.

Laura & Norman & James Howarth.

Margaret Livesey.

Gordon Thompson.

Florrie & Fred Kemp.

David Banks.

John & Betty Marsh.

Joyce & Cli�ord Kirkham,

Peggy Miller

Harry, Alice & Margaret Woodhead.

Phylis & Horrace Simmons.

Horace & Jessie Hodkinson.

Edward & Elsie Balderstone.

Bernard Mellor.

Henry & Margaret & Adrian Busby.

Yvonne Hindle.

Marjorie Coulthurst.

Robin & Elsie Marsden.

Robert & Mary Gill.

Alice Marsden.

Ernest & Alice Airey.

Easter Flowers 2025
In memory of;

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY
Thank you to all the box holders and people who gave a donation, 
collectively a total of £279.28 was raised for the Children’s Society.

Kathleen Hargreaves

Flowers for July and August
July 20th
Altar & Memorial Desk Mrs J Smart
August 17th
Altar Mrs L Davidson
August 24th
Memorial Desk Miss K Marsden
August 31st
Memorial Desk Miss K Ainsworth



IN REMEMBRANCE FOR JULY

1st. 1959 Florrie Kemp 1986 William John Pascoe 
  William Pye 1990 Ernest Shepherd
 2003 Marjorie Readfern 2014 Lavinia (Betty) Coldcleugh
 1916 Edgar Brindle Haydock
2nd. 1995 Lance Brewin
3rd. 1993 Henry Rowland Crowther 1972 William Parkinson
4th. 1976 Janette Patricia Livesey 2003 David Tattersall
 2015 Rose Hannah Bennett 2019 John Francis Howarth
5th. 1915 Sidney Albert Ling    1988 John Gregory   
 1997   David Barker 2004  Hilda Fletcher  
 2007 William Small 2017 Jeanne Toogood
6th. 2001 Barbara Butterworth 2011 Elsie Haworth
7th. 1988 Robert Woods 1988 Christopher Finder
 1997 Harold Bullen 2000 Marjorie Porter
 2008    Norman James Pickup 2015 Susan Hatton         
8th. 1985 Wilfred A. Gouldthorpe  Robert Gorton Scott
9th. 2005 Madeleine Aspinall 2012 Dorothy Bury
10th. 1985 Eric Ernest Linley 2003 John Barker
 2003 Wilfred Parker 
11th. 1993 Dorothy Ann Courland 1995 Richard Clayton Mather
 2001 Mavis West 2015 Philip John Wiggett
 2016 May Magee
12th. 1996 Fred Doughty 1998 Edna Lord
 2014 Dennis McDonald
13th. 1972 Irene Burke 1995 Richard Fred Readfern
 2001 Stephen Robinson 2010 Norma Leighton 
 2011 Joanne Ruth O’Toole
14th. 2001 Russell Bury 2016 Benjamin Tecwyn Jones
15th. 1998 Robert Stanley 1999 Edith Stephens
 2018 David Gwynne Jones 2021 Valerie Riley
16th. 2010 Grace Clark
17th. 1991 Edith Turner 2001 Harry Ramsbottom
18th. 1994 Freda Hadfield
19th. 1993 Jean E. Nightingale 2020 Bill Cockcroft  
20th. 2003 May Parker 2012 Margaret Hilda Busby
21st. 1996 Hugh Chippendale 1998 Edith Barrett 
 2009 Edna Ainsworth 2011 Edna Jeffereys  
22nd. 1994 Mable Jackson
23rd. 1996 Colin Pearson
24th. 1991 Muriel Grundy 1995 Bernard Hammond
 2002 Richard Keith Burke
25th. 1996 Robert Ormerod
26th. 1995 John Billington 2002 Thomas Melling
27th. 1998 Alan Eaves
28th. 1975 Annie Riding 1990 Irene Hodgon
 1996 Francis Mary Cooke 1997 Elizabeth Walmsley
29th. 1991 William Derbyshire 1992 Alice Gilman
 1993 George Halton 1997   Betty White
 2020 Garfield Grieve
30th. 1976 George Reginald White 1999 Mr. Barton
31st. 1988 Katie Proctor 2004  Frederick Hugh Howarth
 2020 Mabel Cockcroft



IN REMEMBRANCE FOR AUGUST

1st. 1976 Mrs. Harriet Northey 1994 Mrs. Hartley

 1998 Arthur Pomfret

2nd. 1987 Ronald J.Carr

3rd. 2012 Dorothy Pearce

4th.

5th.

6th. 1987 Mary Halliwell 2001 Thomas Robert Mears

7th.

8th. 1917 Albert Walsh 1994 Jean Marsden

 1995 Donald Sutherland McKay 2007       Patricia Bolton

9th. 1989 Hestor Dean

10th. 1984 William Golding Oldnall 1995 Mrs. Harrison

 2004 Lily Bickerstaffe

11th. 1993 Robert Almond 2016 Alan Parker

12th. 1992 Harold Chambers 1993 Margaret Ainsworth

13th. 1991 Nancy Livesey 1993 Lucy Fleming

 1993 Agnes Walker 1998 Kenneth Ramsbottom

14th. 1989 David John Richards 1998 John Ainsworth

15th. 1992 Fred Broadley

16th. 1976 Hannah Baron 1990 Freda Hennesy

 1992 Phillis Westall 1993 Stanley Harrison

 1996 Lorna Walmsley 2000 Doris Catterall

17th. 1987 James Bottomley 1987 Kenneth Simpson

 2001 Elsie Dinham

18th. 1991 Gladys Taylor   

19th. 1988 Stanley Bell Broadley

20th. 1992 Beryl Forrest

21st.  Harold Rhodes 2006 Marion Winstanley

 2010 Grace Barbera Clark

22nd. 1991 Mrs. Barnard

23rd. 2019 Ian Benjamin Westall

24th. 1982 Harry Aspin 1996 Mrs. Williams 

 2001 Dorothy Heathcote

25th.

26th. 1998 Dr. Margaret Gisbourne  

27th. 1986 Mrs. Hartley 1986 Mrs. Clay

28th. 1954 William Magee 2001 Florence Hargreaves

 2012 Marion Newbury 2015 Marion Holden

29th. 1973 James Ingham 1997 Betty White 

 2000 James Burrow 2005 Betty Withoff

 2014 Rowland Berryman

30th. 1991 William Hazel Sutton

31st. 1992 Clara Geddes 1999 Jessie Holmes

 2008 Ida Walsh



Prayer Page
from Christine

This Week as I write this it is VE week when we are remembering those who fought for the freedom 
that we enjoy today. Like many of you, my family had several members who did not return from the 
second world war.
My father was in the 8th Army and was in the Western desert and then Italy, he was away 6 years. 
My generation, born after the war did not really understand the signi�cance of what those men 
and women endured but as I have got older I realise what a great sacri�ce all those men and 
women made to enable our victory and our freedom.
We are in a battle as Christians today, a battle for the Lord; we may not always realise that as we live 
our daily lives working, dealing with our own challenges, seeing the world through television or 
media we absorb many emotions, but carry on with our routine day by day distanced from much 
of the su�ering across the world and in our own land and the lives of many people who su�er 
terrible lives in silence, in fear and poverty.
When I was a Social Worker I worked in the hospital and in the community. From the Hospital I also 
followed out-patients that needed more support following trauma, be it physical or mental. Part of 
my work took place in boarded up houses where there was no light as the windows and the wood 
from the stairs was taken out to make a �re to ward o� the darkness and freezing cold so when the 
Patient was in whatever form of a 'bed’ they had, I would have to walk up on the remaining pieces 
of wood still intact on the stair case.
Those places were grim, �lthy and desolate but the people there were homeless and lived in fear. 
Often in the grip of terrible pain but refusing amputation because they would be vulnerable to 
those who might steal what meagre money they had to exist on. At that time, we could get 
bedding bales from the WVS and I could go out to try to make their lives cleaner and easier. I was 
never attacked in those places despite working with some people who were aggressive or in denial 
of their addictions, I am no paragon, I hate rats and insects and had to face places that were full of 
excrement.� Colleagues would criticize me at times for 'wasting my time' with those people, but 
God gave me a love for them that I can't explain, a love that the Bible calls Agape, a Greek word for 
love which is not unconditional love but primarily a love of will rather that emotion that comes 
from God who reaches out to remove the darkness within each of us humans in order to redeem 
them.
When I was training as a nurse, a tutor once said to us that in our work we would have to deal with 
some very horrible things that would often make us feel repulsion, but we had to stand and do our 
duty without fear or favour. She said to us: 'Remember this, you can wash your hands, but you can't 
wash your heart.' She was so right.
God calls us to His service at any age, the New Testament is full of examples of service not from the 
young necessarily but from older people with little formal learning or ability, you see God's power 
can make us perfect in weakness. What better witness to God is there than us seeing a person who 
seems totally inappropriate for a task not only achieve it but excel with strength from God. Moses 
was older, did not like public speaking but God called him to lead the Israelites for 40 years. King 
David was a �awed man in many ways, yet God made him a king.
So we might not always consider our prayers valuable or we might not even think that they are 
heard, and you will not always know the e�ect of them but if God puts the urge for you to pray, to 
talk to Him, do it, in your own way, you may save someone's life without knowing.



Helping people can and does often seem to be a thankless exercise at times, but they can never 
turn round and say that you did not care, that you did nothing and that is why I went to those on 
the edge of society because Jesus Christ loves them and I love Him.

In a book I have 'The Book of a Thousand Prayers' Angela Ashwin. 1969 she writes about Guidance 
and Discernment.:

'Jesus my Teacher, guide me along your way, help me to piece together the jigsaw of life in your 
kingdom. When I make decisions, lead me to the heart of the matter, and when I face con�ict, do 
not let my own panic drown out the still small voice of your wisdom.'

Beautiful words and so true, our panic when we can see no way out; when we face frightening 
situations; when we are overwhelmed by some event; when God seems far away.

If you are a Christian, you are never alone, you are held in the mighty palm of Almighty God, you 
are just a prayer away. If you don't yet understand what I am saying, speak to me and I will help you. 
Speak to Bryn and he will guide you to understand the wonder and simplicity of Salvation as he 
does each Sunday.

At times we can get so use to the services and we may go through them without actually thinking 
about the enormity of the words, the words of life. The words of God's great love for us mere 
humans.

A few years ago, we had a �ower festival at Holy Trinity Hoghton and I was asked to do something 
for the Sanctuary, from me and Howard my fellow Reader who wasn't into �ower arranging! I 
decided to do a sculpture in chicken wire of the wounds of Jesus. I made a form about seven feet 
tall with the wire, and using �owers and some silk material I marked out the wounds that Jesus had 
on the form. Very aware that I in no way wished to make a form to worship, but merely to represent 
what Jesus had su�ered for our redemption. I had no six-inch nails so I went to buy some in order 
to complete the work. When I got home, I opened the box and saw the size of them. I wept to see 
what had been driven through his hands for me, for us all.

I put no features on the head, just a crown of thorns I had formed with hawthorn from the church 
yard and red paint to show the blood from the wounds of the thorns. As I �nished the work on the 
�nal day of preparation, I heard someone weeping behind me in the Sanctuary, I turned to see her 
on the steps, she was a quiet person not given to external displays of emotion and she was 
overcome by the �gure. I gave her a hug and listened to her as she talked to me, that image of 
�owers, chicken wire, silk, in blue and red material that blended into the work formed a beauty of 
colour that became a way that God reached her.

I will end with another prayer from Angela's Book, by John V. Taylor:

Lord Jesus Christ, Alive and at large in the world,

Help me to follow and �nd you there today,

In the places where I work, Meet people,  Spend money,  And make plans.

Take me as a disciple of your kingdom, And hear the questions you are asking,

To welcome all others with your trust and truth, And to change the things that contradict God’s 
love, By the power of the cross And the freedom of your Spirit.  

Amen.

I will not see you for a while as I am having a major operation but I will hopefully be back in the not 
too distant future. Love in Jesus, Christine.



House of Bishops Statement on Gaza
"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called children of God.” (Matthew 5:9)

Recalling our Easter statement (April 14, 2025) following the Government of Israel’s bombing of the Anglican 
Al Ahli Hospital, we cry out in protest at the death, destruction and su�ering that men, women and children 
have endured in Gaza, Israel and the region these last 20 months. We abhor war in all its forms and see it as a 
sign of human brokenness.
Nothing justi�es the heinous terror attacks committed by Hamas on October 7 2023. In such circumstances 
nations have a right to self-defence in line with international law, and to hold perpetrators to account.
Yet, the Government of Israel has shown through its statements and actions that this is no longer a defensive 
war, but a war of aggression. We strongly a�rm that the Palestinian inhabitants of Gaza and the West Bank 
have a right to live in peace and security in their homeland. Any forced displacement of people would 
constitute an egregious breach of international humanitarian law.
We have watched with horror and outrage as siege and starvation are used as a weapon of war in Gaza, and 
as hospitals and health facilities have been systemically targeted. Over the last three months, the Israeli 
government’s deliberate denial of food and medical aid to an entire civilian population is an atrocity that 
de�es our common humanity. It is the very de�nition of collective punishment and has no moral justi�cation.
We note that the Israeli Government has been challenged before the International Court of Justice. Starving 
children cannot wait for legal rulings given that every country has an obligation to prevent crimes against 
humanity. As Bishops we are compelled to state clearly and unequivocally that the death, su�ering and 
destruction being in�icted on Gaza is a grave sin that violently assaults God-given human dignity and the 
very integrity of God’s creation.
We call on all sides to end the war. We call on relevant UN bodies to be allowed to administer all necessary aid 
in line with long standing humanitarian principles. We call for the immediate release of all hostages without 
condition. The continued expansion of settlements in the West Bank, the appalling levels of settler violence, 
and the forced displacements and house demolitions must cease.
We support and applaud all those Jewish voices, both inside and outside of Israel, that are courageously 
pressing the Israeli Government to end the war. We add our voices to those urging the Government of Israel 
to turn away from its current trajectory and to a�rm life and human dignity for all.
We welcome the British Government’s decision (May 20 2025) to suspend negotiations with the Israeli 
government on a new free trade agreement. This is a necessary �rst step. Fuelling this war by the selling of 
arms to Israel does not serve the ends of peace consistent with international humanitarian law. The use of 
dehumanising language by members of the current Israeli government is dangerous and must be 
challenged. To maintain the hope of a long-lasting peaceful solution, governments should now formally 
recognise Palestine as a sovereign and independent state. To delay further invites despair.
For our own part, we commit to pray and to work for an end to this war, the release of all hostages and to 
support e�orts to secure a long-term settlement that delivers security, justice and peace for Israelis and 
Palestinians.
We are deeply conscious of the real sense of fear that many within the Jewish community here feel at this 
moment. We treasure our relations with our Jewish brothers and sisters and will continue to condemn 
antisemitic rhetoric or action in all its forms. We condemn the shocking and senseless murder of two Israeli 
embassy sta� in Washington DC.
We encourage dioceses and parishes to continue supporting the ongoing appeal for the Diocese of 
Jerusalem, including the restoring of medical facilities and the buildings of the Al Ahli Anglican Hospital in 
Gaza. Such e�orts reassure our Palestinian Christian brothers and sisters and all other Christian communities 
that they are not forgotten. We give thanks for their steadfastness and faithful witness, and invite churches 
across the country to join us in praying for their ministry in sharing the light of Christ in such dark times.



Imanuel Scout’s County Camp
In May, the whole scout group got an 
opportunity to experience a large camp 
in the style of a jamboree. There were 
many activities there to do for the 
1000+ people there. We went on the   
via Feretta, Go Ape and axe throwing 
with many more. On this camp we      
had concerts to attend, morning and 
evening ceremonies and even the 
raising of the �ag. We even had a 
celebrity guest come to see us. His 
name was Morgan Bolding who was an 
Olympic gold medallist in rowing. 
Everybody had a really good time and 
the atmosphere was terri�c.

The District Zoo Trip 
On Saturday the 21st of June the cubs and 
beavers got a brilliant opportunity to visit 
Blackpool Zoo. Three groups got the 
privilege of being chosen to go to the zoo     
and we travelled by a double decker bus.

We got to see the lions, tigers and even the 
dinosaurs. Immanuel all had a great time 
experiencing this and some have said it was 
the best cub’s day so far! It went that well 
that other groups were thinking of planning 
another one for further on in the future. This 
day made me decide not to be a primary 
school teacher, twelve was enough. 

Oscar Dickinson



AWT-N-ABOUT
(A miscellany of bits and bobs)

One or two readers of my articles have asked about the wildlife and other 
outdoor events that punctuate my life. As it is spring heading towards 
early summer when I’m writing this article the dormancy of winter has 
awakened, so here goes. You might ask why I am writing this when I could 
wait and perhaps have another month’s worth of information. The answer 
is simple. Philip co-ordinates the magazine along with the many other 
tasks that he and Diane carry out, so a magazine article early gives a      
little breathing space. Another co-ordinator would help with the duties   
of managing our Church. Give it a thought.

This month’s ramblings start in late March, the 21st to be precise when 
having breakfast, I notice a female mallard walking around in the garden. 
The mallard after inspection of various shrubs chose a small ‘Andromeda’ 

bush and settled in the centre 
pushing the branches to the 
sides. When the mallard had 
tidied up the sitting area she  
left for most of the day. This 
happened again the following 
day. Curiosity took the better 
and an investigation was 
necessary. Standing on the path 
to my workshop (garage) I could 

peer down into the nest and see the outline of two creamy coloured eggs. 
By the 27th March 11 eggs now occupied a space less than the diameter 
of a small dinner plate. The mallard sat with unnerving patience and had 
become accustomed to me passing by. April 27th 9 to 10 ducking hatch 
and are exploring the garden. The mother duck led them to our little pond 
via the most di�cult route, took a wash and then set o� to lead the brood 



to pasture new. Not to the canal but to the surge ponds of the new 
housing development. At this point human intervention was called for. 
Firstly, the ducklings could pass through the gate but not her, so open the 
gate. Secondly, the mother led them using muted sounds to the busy 
Livsey Branch Road (18:00 hrs.). Four ducklings fell down the drain, at this 
point I felt it necessary to lift the drain cover and reach down and �ick the 
youngster back on route. Without hesitation the mother set o� into         
the evening tra�c to cross the road and with help from Oscar holding up 
the urgent stream of cars whilst 
the mother and nine ducklings 
reached safety. At last, I could 
get the garden lawn cut!

Note - Sad as I am to lose most 
of our frog spawn to feeding  
the mallard, perhaps her needs 
were greater than mine, so a 
shortage of froglets this year.

Saturday April 5th saw the 
fourth of our joint bene�ce walks. As usual the walks kick o� from 
Immanuel car park 08:30 prompt and with a full car set o� for Clougha 
Pike just south of Lancaster. Could we have picked a better day? No, the 
skies were cloudless, the ground �rm under foot and a freshness of spring 
in the air. The car park on Rigg Lane is free (I like that) and is at the very 
start of the walk. Once through the kissing gate and over the old quarry 
banking you look down on a bog full of wildlife. Crossing the bog is on a 
causeway which provides protection to this valuable habitat. Once across 
you head upwards through mixed oak woodland and then open 
heathland towards Windy Clough and on to Fell End Fell. The whole area 
is a landscape of both natural and man-made ruggedness. The Thirlmere 
aqueduct on which we crossed the river Lune (last walk No3) now passes 
beneath our feet. The landscape has naturalised over the year as the 
aqueduct makes its way to Manchester by trench and tunnel.



The summit of Clougha Pike at 413m a�orded an outstanding view of the 
Fylde coast and Morecambe Bay. Ferries from the Isle-of-Man manoeuver 
into Heysham docks as they pass behind the white Centinel of the nuclear 

power station. At this distance it is hard 
to conceive that within this     white 
tower are machines of more than 300 
tonnes helping to fuel and remove spent 
fuel from this silent power generator. 
Our silence is broken at intervals by the 
calling (cackling sound) of cock Red 
Grouse. That is     just what spring brings, 
arising of the hormones that say �nd a 
mate. As we left the ‘Pike’ and headed 

East for   400m and then turn North the noise  of the cock grouse(s) 
became evermore frequent. I’m not sure what the collective term for 
grouse is - covey, lek or pack, you choose, however, I do now understand 
why there are so many shooting butts, it helps to keep the noise down. 
You soon meet the quarry road which heads downhill passing many small 
quarries. Such is the creative talent of walkers that surplus stone has been 
formed into pillars of various sizes. Judging by the height of the stone 
columns the creators must 
have been very tall. After the 
photo shoot downwards 
towards Ford Outlet Well. From 
here you can follow the road 
for a short distance until you 
meet Rigg Lane and from the 
end of the woods head up 
onto the open access land and 
rejoin the grassy track back to 
the car. Unanimous agreement was to locate refreshment as sign for the 
Bay Horse public house had been noticed on route. Co�ee and hot 
marmalade sponge with ice cream what a way to end a great day with 
even better company.



Now for something a little di�erent. Many of you might have noticed the 
50m (164ft) diameter Big Wheel temporarily located just outside our 
Cathedral. Whilst having co�ee in the 
Checks and Greys ca�e the urge was 
to check out this fantastic piece of 
engineering and make sure it had a 
safety inspection certi�cate. The 
wheel took 3 days to erect with the 
help of a 250-tonne crane and will 
stay until 6th June when it moves on 
taking two days to dismantle. 
Impressed by the structural integrity 
of this wheel and the safety devices it was time for Oscar and I to test out 
the views at 50m high. Fantastic, we could see police cars with the 
ubiquitous blue lights �ashing at Bank Top, the Wainright Bridge a mere 

curve in the distance and train tracks like 
double ‘OO’ gauge (Hornby scale for our 
senior readers). After �ve revolution of the 
wheel our last views and photographs were 
to look down on our Cathedral.

Time heals, is a well-known saying with 
origins probably lost in time (poor memory, 
the body heals etc.). Many years ago,                   
I attended a wood turning demonstration 
by a well-known Australian wood turner.    
As he promoted his tools and machines by 
taking a large section green Sycamore tree 

trunk and set about reducing it to a decorative item ‘ping’. The front row of 
spectators was a considerable distance from his lathe and clear of the 
stream of shavings. The row at the rear were the ones in danger as             
the ‘ping’ which caught our attention was the tip of a .303 bullet that      
had become embedded in the Sycamore with no outward signs of entry.   



Time heals. This incident had become  
a distant memory, however, when on a 
short walk I noticed the residue of           
a tree now supported on a section        
of galvanised wire. The tree had grown 
around the wire which was impeding 
its progress and was now pierced by 
the wire constraint. This observation 
was a reminder that given time        
even my feeble memory could be re- 
awakened and that ‘time does heal’.

It is with sadness that this last bit of my ramblings is a rant on mankind.      
A short walk from our Church and its wooded location I chanced to look 
down on the river bank - what a disgrace. Deep deposits of litter, plastic, 
plastic and more plastic, bottles and vaping cartridges along with 
polystyrene crumbs entangled 
among the shrubs and trees.  
This to me is the downfall of 
our culture - I don’t need it, 
throw it away. Sad to end on 
this note, however, I do feel 
litter should be a punishable 
crime and have a crime record 
attached to the sentence of a 
minimum 7 days cleaning up 
the mess.

If you don’t relate to my feeling on such matters perhaps you may like to 
contribute an article and join the GoM fraternity. Perhaps I should say GoP 
(Grumpy old Person)

Many thanks for the kind words of support.

Peter Hodkinson 



MY FISHING LIFE
Blackburn Angler Peter Dobson looks back

on 60 years of game-�shing

ONE IN THE EYE
The mid-1960s at Hoddom Castle on the Annan, I was �shing Goats pool 
and casting a sunken line with a large single-hook �y when I felt 
resistance. I knew it wasn't a �sh. Reeling in, I saw nylon hanging from the 
hook. Looking closer, I found it hard to believe my eyes. My �y's hook had 
entered the eye of another �y that must have been lodged upright on the 
riverbed. What odds? I gave the other �y to gillie Peter Helm, who 
identi�ed it as one he'd lost in Goats a week earlier.



"GO CAREFUL"
Easter, 1980, the House of Dun on the South Esk. The river was high with 
snowmelt and 80-year-old gillie Hamish told me to put on my heaviest 
copper Toby. He pointed to willows on the far bank where he knew the 
salmon lay. After a while, I got my bait in position and a �sh took o� 
upstream. Hamish told me to take the pressure o�, but I held tight. 
Hamish asked me again to let the �sh have line. Then the salmon turned 
and swam by. Hamish looked at me and, if I live to be 100, I'll not forget the 
expression on his face, and his voice as he said, "Oh, Mr Dobson, go 
careful, it's a big �sh."No sooner had the words left his lips than the Toby 
�ew out. Hamish turned to me with a look of thunder and uttered words I 
cannot write. He picked up the Toby, then threw it down and walked o�. 
One of the hooks was almost straight due to the pressure I'd applied. I've 
asked myself many times since how big's big? Hamish had been a gillie in 
the heydays of the 1920s. How many big �sh had he seen? I never saw my 
�sh and hadn't the courage to ask him its size. But his words of caution still 
ring in my ears: ‘Oh, Mr Dobson, go careful, it's a big �sh’

DINNER WITH PAUL YOUNG
The menu from a meal I enjoyed at Kenmore Hotel on opening day, 1996. 
I'd joined a parade of anglers led to the River Tay by a piper, then we'd gone 
�shing. That evening, the chef brought in haggis on a platter and the 
toastmaster read Burns' Address to a Haggis. Maureen and I shared a table 
with actor Paul Young and his wife and enjoyed a humorous evening. I'd 
watched Paul on TV. Such a character. He'd tell me a story, then I'd tell him 
one. No one else got a word in!

THE WHITE KYNOCH
I caught a 24-pounder from Loch Tay on January 17, 1997. Before I         
went out, a local rod had looked at my white Kynoch and said, "You     
won't catch anything with that." Gillie Duncan and I had Rapalas on 



the pointers o� the stern, and the Kynoch and a Toby o� the gunnels.        
By Gulls Island, the indicator lead jumped on the Kynoch rod. We took 
turns playing the �sh, then I used the tailer. Back at the Salmon Leap Hotel, 
I was awarded a litre of Famous Grouse whisky for landing the heaviest 
�sh of opening week

DAY OF A LIFETIME
Late '90s. I was trolling on Loch Tay with three rods and Rapalas. Suddenly, �rst 
one rod, then another, then the third went. I landed three rainbow trout: 161b, 
141b and 101b. Eleven more �sh followed in three hours. A poacher had cut a 
net at a farm and 8,000 �sh had escaped. I prepared all my �sh and the next day 
handed out steaks to ladies coming out of church.

NEWTYLE BENCH
In 2020, I celebrated 50 years of �shing the Tay and was given the honour of the 
�rst cast of the season at Newtyle. The next February, in appreciation, I installed 
a bench by the Steps pool with an inscription, "I am as close to God in this place 
as if I were in a church or cathedral. I love to be here’ ,In July, with the local vicar, 
my wife, daughter, son-in-law and head gillie David Gardner, whose help I could 
not be without, we held a service of prayer by the bench. 

HAPPY DAYS



Alison’s Mobile Beauty Treatments

Telephone: 07818 454977

✧   Electrolysis   ✧   Leg and Under Arm Waxing   ✧
✧   Manicures   ✧   Pedicures   ✧

✧   Facials   ✧   Eyebrow and Eyelash Tinting   ✧
✧   Plus More   ✧

20 Years Experience
Specialising in the more Mature Lady

Beauty Treatments are not just for the young
Let’s all get back out there looking our best

No need to venture to a Salon - I come to you

SUNDERLAND PEACOCK       ARCHITECTS

PLEASE CONTACT ANDREW KNOWLES FOR INFORMATION
REGARDING EXTENSIONS, NEW BUILDS AND PLANNING ADVICE
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ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS

HERE

Ian Milne
FENCING CONTRACTOR

NEW FENCES
SUPPLIED AND ERECTED

“Two Oaks”
Houghton Lane, Near Preston

Tel: 01254 851833
Mobile: 07779 650673

For more details
call Phil Entwistle on:

07807 938932



9 New Wellington Street, Blackburn BB2 4DY

24 Hour Personal Attention of
Harry Gibbs - Telephone: 01254 260005

• No Call Centres
• Homely Environment
• Horse Drawn Funerals
• Modern Fleet of Mercedes
• Pre-Paid Funerals
• Private Chapels of Rest
• Covering Blackburn and
 Surrounding Areas
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Registered Office:
Bank House
9 Dicconson Terrace
Lytham St. Annes
Lancashire  FY8 5JY

07708 308814
steve@spotonprinters.co.uk

T

EFor all your printing requirements

SPOT ON
B I S P H A M

 

forbessolicitors.co.uk

Preston: 01772 220 022

Offices in Central Lancashire, Preston, Blackpool, Leeds and Manchester.

Blackburn: 01254 580 000

For legal advice contact:

PASSIONATE,  REAL PEOPLE 
FOCUSED ON YOU



Easy Ways to Help and Support your Church

1)  Join the Parish Giving Scheme;

We know that things are tough, but the church cannot survive 
without regular giving, the church needs funds daily even if you 
only attend once a month. Please consider what you give to church, 
remember we do not receive any other income than that which we 
generate from renting the hall and the money people directly give.

2) Gift Aid your giving;

If you Gift Aid your donations, then for every £10 you give the 
HMRC gives us £2.50 for nothing – it is money you paid in tax 
returned to the church.

3) Join the 100 Club; Annual Payment Now Due

This monthly draw allows you the opportunity to win £50 each 
month. It costs £12 to join for the year and if we can get up to 200 
numbers sold from the current 121, then we will be able to increase 
the prizes with a monthly second prize.

4) Church Magazine;

As well as encouraging you to 
buy a magazine, why not buy  
an extra one and give it to a 
friend, neighbour, someone who 
is lonely etc. If you really cannot 
afford the extra £1 then let     
Phil know and we will organise 
something to allow you to pass 
on to others about our church.

5) Volunteer;

There are always things which 
need to be done, how can you 
help? Please approach us and 
offer a little time, it doesn’t 
need to be weekly but a    
couple of hours here or there 
can always be put to good use.

Thank You!



Vicar Rev Bryn 07493 088 703
Church Warden Phil Entwistle 209096
Deputy Warden Peter Hodkinson 202283
PCC Vice Chair Phil Entwistle 209096
PCC Secretary Margaret Duckworth 202670
PCC Treasurer Linda Moulden 200566
Safeguarding O�cer Joanna Duckworth-Crowell 07837 340 932
Diocesan Safeguarding O�cer Cath Smith 07711 485 170
Vision 2026 Champion Sandy Woods  07947 904 987

Uniformed Organisations

Brownies Leader Nicola Mellor 07793 037 5176
 Janet Dent 07843 728 051
Guide Leader Emma Tranter 07837 065 435
Beaver Leader Emma O’Callaghan 07850 459 434
Cub Leader Susie Veevers  07984 448 338
Scout Leader Simon Blake 07717 707 583
Group Scout Leader Suzie Veevers 07984 448 338

Mission & Administration

Deanery Synod Rep Margaret Banks 201906
Deanery Synod Rep  Margaret Duckworth 202670
Deanery Synod Rep  Phil Entwistle 209096
Gift Aid Secretary Diane Greaves 207912
£50.00 Club Secretary Peter Dobson 209089
Electoral Roll O�cer Peter Smith 
Flower Secretary Kathryn Marsden 201386
 Mary Gri�ths
Children’s Society Rep’ Kathleen Hargreaves    201759
Christian Aid Rep Vacant 
   
Magazine 

Editor Phil Entwistle 209096
Advertising Phil Entwistle 209096
Distribution Peter Dobson 209089

Immanuel Church
Immanuel Vicarage, 51 Lomond Gardens, Blackburn BB2 5BW

07493 088 703
immanuel252@btinternet.com   immanuelchurchfeniscowles.org






