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Immanuel Feniscowles
Welcome - Immanuel is a church at the heart of our local community here 
in Feniscowles and Pleasington. We believe that God has called us to 
reflect the grace, beauty, love and peace of Jesus Christ to one another 
and to our neighbours here in Feniscowles, Pleasington, Livesey and 
Cherry Tree. God has blessed us with a beautiful and historic church 
building and with a heritage of prayer and Christian worship. We want to 
share all that God has given us, with those who want to experience more 
of God’s grace and blessing in their lives - Come and Worship

M: 07493 088 703   E: immanuel252@btinternet.com

51 Lomond Gardens, Blackburn BB2 5BW

Our new web address is: Immanuelchurchfeniscowles.org

Sunday Services: 9:15am – Parish Eucharist

2nd Sunday of the month: Café Church in the Church Hall 9.00am for a 
9.15am start, Coffee Croissants and a family friendly church service.

4th Sunday of the month: Eucharist following the BCP prayer book. 

Thursdays: 7:30pm Family Communion

Everyone is welcome to have a family Baptism (Christening) at Immanuel 
or to arrange to be married here - please contact Rev Bryn to book 
weddings and baptisms on:
07493 088 703
email on - immanuel252@btinternet.com
or come along to a Service and speak to Phil.

Safeguarding
Our parish of Immanuel Feniscowles is committed to safeguarding 

children, young people and adults from harm. We follow the House of 

Bishops guidance and policies and have our own Parish Safeguarding 

Officer (PSO). If you are concerned that a child or adult has been harmed 

or may be at risk of harm in our parish please contact our PSO, Joanna 

Duckworth-Crowell (contact details below) or the Diocesan Safeguarding 

Advisor, Cath Smith (contact details below). If you have immediate 

concerns about the safety of someone, please contact the police and your 

local authority’s children or adult social care services. The Diocese of 

Blackburn’s safeguarding pages contain further links and information and 

can be found here:  https://www.blackburn.anglican.org/overview



Welcome to Our Services
Everyone is very welcome at Immanuel. We have a range of Services on 
di�erent days and of di�erent styles, come along to experience more.
Sundays - 9.15am - Holy Communion
Our main weekly Holy Communion service with hymns, prayers, and a talk 
on one of the Bible readings.
2nd Sunday of the month - Café Church in the Church Hall 9.00am for a 
9.15am start, Co�ee Croissants and a family friendly church service.
4th Sunday of the month - Holy Communion in traditional language, 
using the Book of Common Prayer. 
Thursdays - 7:30pm - Family Communion
A shorter, more informal Holy Communion service suitable for the whole 
family.’
LOTS OF OTHER SEASONAL AND OCCASIONAL SERVICES ARE HELD 
THROUGH THE YEAR - KEEP AN EYE OPEN FOR THEM BY LOOKING                
AT THE WEBSITE, THE PARISH MAGAZINE OR, BETTER STILL, COME    
ALONG TO ONE OF OUR REGULAR SERVICES TO FIND OUT MORE!

Parish Safeguarding O�cer 

Joanna Duckworth-Crowell 

Mob - 07837 340932

Email - scru�yduck007@hotmail.com

 
Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser

Cath Smith 

Mob - 07711 485170

Email  - catherine.smith@blackburn.anglican.org

IMMANUEL YOUTUBE CHANNEL
Please don’t forget to visit YOUTUBE at FENNYCHURCHES if you have been 
unable to attend worship. If you know someone who is ill and would like to 
keep up with our church services, please let them
know. They can watch a fortnightly video on Youtube.



THE VICAR
One of my favourite invitations in the Bible is just two simple words: "Come 
and see." 
In John's Gospel, Philip tells his friend Nathanael that he has met Jesus. 
Nathanael isn't convinced. He has questions. He isn't sure what to make of it 
all. Philip doesn't try to win the argument or answer every objection. He 
simply says, "Come and see." 
Over the past year we've been praying, listening, and asking God to help us 
discern his vision for our churches. Soon we'll be sharing the fruit of that 
journey together as we unveil our vision at a special joint service on Sunday 
12th September (10am at Immanuel Church). I won't spoil the surprise here, 
but you’ll know that throughout the process we've kept returning to one 
simple question: how can we become the churches God is calling us to be - 
and not only for ourselves, but for the people in our communities who don't 
yet know Jesus.
Well, I think Philip's invitation gives us part of the answer. Many people aren't 
looking for a debate about faith, they simply need someone to invite them to 
take a �rst step. "Come and see." Come and see what church is really like. 
Come and see the people who gather here. Come and see who Jesus is.
Our Mission Weekend on 12th and 13th September is a wonderful 
opportunity to do exactly that. Community Sounds on the Saturday and our 
joint Celebration Service on the Sunday have been planned with our wider 
community in mind, and we'd love people to come and experience the 
welcome, hope and joy that we've found in Jesus. This could be the perfect 
opportunity for you to invite somebody along.
But I hope it won't stop there. My prayer is that this invitation, "Come and 
see", becomes part of how we live out the vision that God has given to us. I 
hope that inviting others becomes as natural as inviting someone round for 
a cup of tea, and that our churches become places where people know 
they're welcome to explore faith, ask questions, and discover for themselves 
who Jesus is.
So, who might God be putting on your heart? A family member? A friend? A 
neighbour? A work colleague? Pray for them. Pray for opportunities to invite 
them. And when the moment comes, perhaps all you need are those two 
simple words: "Come and see."
As always, please pray for our churches as we step out to follow God's 
leading, and pray for our Mission Weekend - that through it, many people 
would take their �rst steps towards Jesus.
Best wishes - Bryn



WARDENS REPORT
I hope that you have enjoyed the beautiful weather we saw this summer and I am 
sure that living in Blackburn it will not be long before we complain about the 
amount of rain we have had. If you have been on holiday, I trust that it provided 
the rest and recuperation you sought and, for those of you who have been on 
child minding duties over the school holidays, I hope you are now looking forward 
to your own holidays.
We are fast approaching Harvest at the beginning of October; but before then we 
have several events;
The fundraising Retro Music Night is on the 5th of September.
The Community Music Event on the 12th of September.
A joint service at 10am on the 13th of September at Immanuel
Followed by a 321 course and Con�rmation preparation
Then after Harvest we have another fun evening event ‘Stars in their Eyes’
These are for everyone in addition to our usual pattern of worship. Please do 
support and maybe try something you have never attended before; you may 
surprise yourself and really enjoy them. Full details are elsewhere in this magazine.
The disabled/only toilet at church is now operational and a huge thanks go to Alan 
(Peter's son in law) Sandy and Peter H who, by undertaking the work required to 
paint, plumb and install the electrics, have saved us £7000 on the original quote. A 
big thank you goes to the people who made speci�c donations, many of £500 and 
£1000 which meant that, along with the grant we obtained, we needed to fund 
around £2000 from our church funds.
As reported in the last magazine, the closure of Live & Kicking After School Club 
has been a massive loss of income. Fortunately, I have managed to secure 
additional hours for the Deaf Hub and a new user, Made for Stage, which will go 
some way towards covering the reduced income. The income we generate from 
the hall is vital for the running of Immanuel; without it we would be insolvent. We 
have had a big clean up but now need to do some repairs and renewals and any 
help would be gratefully received.
Phil Entwistle

Reminder - the more numbers you have,
the better the chance of winning.

The more numbers sold, the bigger the
contribution to church funds.

There are spare numbers available

£50
MONTHLY

DRAW

WINNING NUMBERS
July - 136    -    August - 178

★   ★   ★

★   ★   ★



Why Join The Electoral Roll?
Joining the electoral roll is an important way of con�rming your commitment to 
the Feniscowles Immanuel community and to the vision of the church. But it also 
opens up the way for greater involvement in the life of the Church of England,    
at Deanery, Diocesan and national levels. By joining, you become entitled to 
participate in the government of the church and to vote at the Annual Parochial 
Church Meeting in May each year, where the elections take place for:

The Parochial Church Council

The parish’s representatives on the deanery synod

Any person entitled to attend the APCM may raise any question of parochial or 
general church interest. In addition, those who live outside the Parish but are on 
the Electoral Roll enjoy all the rights and privileges that go with being resident in 
the parish  (for example, baptisms and weddings). However, if you live outside 
the Parish and want to be on  the Electoral Roll, you have to have been 
worshipping at Feniscowles Immanuel for a minimum period of six months.

Joining the roll is an important statement of witness and a step along the path of 
discipleship. With your name on the electoral roll, the strength of the Church can 
be seen in our local area, and across the Diocese. If you’re a regular at 
Feniscowles Immanuel, you should be on the electoral roll!

The electoral roll is refreshed every 6 years, so anyone already on it does not 
need to reapply until 2031. You can join the Electoral Roll at any time, just 
complete a form (available at the back of church) and hand to the Electoral Roll 
o�cer (Peter Smith), Church Warden (Phil Entwistle) or Deputy Church Warden 
(Peter Hodkinson).

Flowers for September
and October
Altar
11th October HARVEST

Memorial Desk 
25th October Miss K Marsden



Sarah’s Priesting and



First Communion Presiding







Prayer Page
from Christine

By the time you read this we will be entering into autumn I hope you have all 
enjoyed the warm weather and have had some rest and relaxation? I am going 
to explore the nature of angels today, in the Bible they seem to have visited 
human beings at important times to bring warnings and messages from God 
to people who lived very simple lives at times but whom God had chosen for 
some speci�c task or to warn them of impending issues.

I begin with the words from a hymn we know which underpins my own 
feelings about our God and the wonder of His love for us all.

'O Lord my God when I in awesome wonder, consider all the works Thy hand 
hath made, I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, thy power throughout 
the Universe displayed...'

(Stuart K Hine 1953)

As a small child I used to kneel on my pillows at night to gaze out of my 
bedroom window at the sky above. The ink black sky twinkled with stars and 
the houses with lights and I wondered at the immense picture before me. Our 
house was high up on one of the steepest hills in Blackburn so I could see a 
long way above the house tops.

Even in our very advanced world of science to-day we have no de�ned 
knowledge of life beyond our world in terms of humanity, or have we? Do we 
have any �rst hand evidence of a being visiting from outer space or from other 
planets or dimensions? In reading learned text from Hawkins and other great 
minds there is little actual de�nitive fact or evidence of other beings even in 
our galaxy let alone the millions of others.

As Christians we have evidence that covers thousands of years from creation, 
evidence from individuals whose lived experiences included actual reality of 
Angelic visitation. Historical research depends upon �rst-hand evidence, not 
gossip or re�ection but hard �rst-hand experience.

So what evidence have we in our Bible of Angelic visitation?

When we �rst begin to read the Bible and hear the Gospel it is di�cult to take 
in the amazing interaction between God and humanity. As children we learn 
the story of Jesus in simple terms, as adults new to religion it is not so straight 
forwards, as we are told of the mystery of the conception of Jesus and His Deity 
becoming Human in order to destroy sin by dying a human death as a sacri�ce 
for humanity, but also being part of the Trinity of the Godhead, three in one. 
Only God can forgive sins, nobody else has that power.



So let's look at what we have learnt about Jesus Christ. We are told that an 
Angelic being came down to earth, his name was Gabriel and throughout the 
Bible he appears to bring messages to the Jewish people. He came to a young 
woman of about 14 and told her that she was going to have a child; she was 
known to be a very committed believer who was engaged to a man called 
Joseph of the house of David. She would have been terri�ed not only of this 
Angelic being, but of the implication to her family and herself and Joseph. 
Initially Joseph was going to break o� the engagement discreetly, but he also 
was visited by an Angel who reassured him to stand by Mary.
Remember how long ago this was, the world was so di�erent then and yet God 
chose to bring about the greatest miracle of the world to save His creation from 
evil.
You might be thinking that we know all that, but do you understand the 
enormity of it not only then but now in our warring world today? Those people 
accepted God's message, if He sends a messenger to you would you go to see a 
doctor in shock or denial or would you believe it without question? Do you 
believe it, or just go along with it because it is so strange? Mary became 
pregnant through the Holy Spirit's power and Jesus was born as a Human but 
He was also God. So we learn the story of Jesus Christ whether through our child 
hood or later or perhaps not yet.
I have already shared with you my miraculous event on the M6 motorway when 
I was in a near death experience in three lanes of tra�c when a car came into my 
lane. I prayed for my sons because I had no way out other than certain death 
under a lorry and was told by a man’s voice from the back of the car how to drive 
my car which I immediately obeyed, I crossed three lanes of tra�c two and a half 
times and lived as the car was doing 75 miles an hour and was skidding.
Prayer my friends is powerful it links you to Almighty GOD, ANYWHERE, He 
knows our hearts He loves us, He died for us on the cross.
What do we have to do to be freed from the mistakes and sins we have done, or 
to be free from the day to day anxiety, stress and hopelessness of our lives at 
times? Just tell Him you are sorry, ask Him to forgive you and trust His promises. 
You are not able to be forgiven through work or money or power or even 
service, but through faith in your redeemer who paid the price for you and waits 
to take your burdens o� your shoulders.
In the book of Romans chapter 10 verse 9 it says this;
'If you confess that Jesus is Lord and believe that God raised him from death, you 
will be saved. Verse 10: For it is by your faith that we are put right with God; it is 
by our confession that we are saved...' (NIV)
We have �rst-hand evidence from the disciples, the healed people, the cured 
from evil spirits and converted, of His time on earth. Many across the Bible both 
Old and New Testaments witnessed visitations from God in hearing His voice or 
seeing an Angel messenger.



God's word tells us that we have been visited by His Son Jesus Christ and the 
Holy Spirit, one day we will stand before Him, our Judge when we leave this 
world.

I became a Christian at the age of 17, I moved to the Church of the Saviour after 
we had moved to Feniscowles because I could not settle and went to various 
churches until a friend from school told me about her church and so I went and 
began to see and hear the Gospel.

I had gone to church all my life, my Godmother made sure of that, I was 
baptised and con�rmed and surely was a Christian, but I did not realise that I 
had not been aware of my part in that process. As time went on and I joined 
the youth club and went to various Christian events at Keswick and other 
places I began to see that I did not feel the joy that these people did and so I 
spoke to one of the helpers at church and asked her what I needed to do.

She told me that I needed to ask God to forgive my sins and to come into my 
life, I did not think that I had committed much sin, but knelt by my bed that 
night and did what she had told me, nothing happened. I did it several times 
and then anger came into my heart because God did not seem to want me. 
One night I lost it and told God that if He wanted me please would He come 
into my room and show me that He did want me! If He had I would probably 
have died of shock, but He didn't.

I then made a pact with God! I TOLD Him that I would read my Bible every day 
for 3 months, I would just open it and read and write down what seemed to 
speak to me and then after the three months I read what I had recorded in my 
note book and it was a lucid conversation with God, even I knew that was 
virtually impossible but He knew I was stubborn and like Thomas in the Bible, 
I had to have proof. I got to my knees that night and gave my stubborn life to 
Him and peace and joy came to me.

I still write down my journey with God and it is amazing to see how He clearly 
knows the challenges and needs in my life.

Christian life is not a walk in the park my friends, it is sometimes a hard road 
but since that day I have been led by Jesus Christ my Saviour and my friend. 
There is nothing that you have done wrong in your life that will prevent you 
becoming a Christian other than o�ending the Holy Spirit. Just let go and in 
your own words talk to Jesus Christ, He is waiting, He died for you.

Talk to Bryn or Sara if you are not sure of your faith or how to progress your 
Christian journey. The world is in a dark place at the moment and God needs 
you and me to pass on the Good news of the Gospel before it is too late.

Angels come in many forms who knows when we might actually be visited by 
one?

Love in Jesus, Christine.



JUDE’S CHRISTENING

BLACKBURN

The foodbank has urgent need of the following items:

Tinned Vegetables  •  Shampoo

Deodorant  •  Biscuits

Tinned Custard

Please leave donations in, or next to, the white basket on the left of the glass doors as you leave church.
Thank you!  -  Peter S.

God of Mission:
Who alone brings growth to your Church,
Send your Holy Spirit to give
Vision to our planning,
Wisdom to our actions,
Joy to our worship,
And power to our witness.
Help our church to grow in numbers,
In spiritual commitment to you,
and in service to our local community,
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen



THE DOG SHOW



Discipleship App

Fruitful is available to download from Apple’s App Store and Google Play and provides support to people of all 
backgrounds and ages in our Diocese to grow in confidence in their faith through this new digital space.

Once downloaded, it is then available 24/7 for people to read the Bible, be inspired in prayer and encouraged               
to respond in worship in a variety of ways.



MAPS
(Do I know where I’m going?)

My last article was about Pilgrims and I thought it might be OK to follow on - a sort of 
pilgrim’s progression. As many of you might know, I have a passion for collecting things, 
in fact any object so long as it can be identi�ed and has a story to tell. Just to outline 
some of the items I collect: - books, mineral specimens, instruments (medical, measuring 
and drawing), navigational aids and maps, just to mention a few. Navigational aids 
probably, are the greatest in number, maps too many, guide books too many, compasses 
too many, I’m still on the lookout for the ideal compass that is easy to read without my 
glasses, clear base plate, Romer scales, easy to grip bezel and an o�set line. How much of 
this would I use? Probably not much.

Did early pilgrims have maps? The answer I think is possibly yes and the language of the 
map would have been Latin, as this was the language and tongue of the early Christian 
Churches. Before writing this rambling article, I had a look through my collection of maps 
and found an English translation of the ‘Mappa Mundi’, a 13th century map used by 
Christians on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. 
The original of this Mappa Mundi is in 
Hereford Cathedral, along with an original 
copy of the Magna Carta, a chained library 
and a bible written in three languages. 
Visiting Hereford ticked many boxes. The 
picture shown is a 13th Century Mappa 
Mundi (AI-generated) which clearly shows 
that, at this time, Jerusalem was considered 
to be the centre of the known civilised 
world. I don’t think that the early pilgrims 
took the actual Mappa Mundi on their 
journey, but would have made copies and 
have hidden them in clothing or in a bible. 
Pilgrims would not have travelled with 
many possessions for many reasons, including keeping weight down; pilgrims were of 
little value to highway robbers. But if they had a map showing the journey to Jerusalem, 
they might have coinage to pay tolls on the journey and would be worth robbing. With 
some sort of map and or guidance system (marker stones, highway crosses, church tower 
and spires), a common language and, most of all, a belief in one’s faith, new ideas and 
technology would be spread along these wandering pilgrim routes. Without maps it is 
my belief we would not be the civilisation we are today for good or not so good. Cast your 
mind back to your history lessons and all the great empires were built on the work of map 
makers. For me, no greater map maker than George Everest who mapped India 
accurately with basic tools and patience.



If you come on our parish walks, I issue copy maps to all the drivers showing the route 
and parking places. The maps are large scale usually 1:25000 or 1:15000. The routes are 
clearly marked in red and we still make un-planned detours. The last two outings were 
prime examples of how not to be where I had planned. The plan was to reach Pikedaw 
Calamine workings and test the walkers 
on their knowledge of school physics (�nd 
the depth of the shaft by dropping a 
stone). The group had no need to worry, 
‘elf and safety’ minded people have 
capped the shaft with rotten timbers and 
gravel. I don’t know which is the most 
dangerous to travellers, at least the sheep are not being a�ected by gravity. We had seen 
the signpost to Pikedaw Hill, pointed out by one of the regular walkers, I chose to ignore 
the sign as Pikedaw Hill is some considerable way from Pikedaw Calamine caverns. A little 
while later I had to eat ‘humble pie’ as we made an angled detour to return to the map. 
Never mind, the exercise would help with the cardio vascular system and therefore we 
would not feel guilty when snacking in the pub at the end of the day.

The second walk in the Glasson area was a little di�erent. 
Promises of a good hostelry near the start, now sadly closed. 
The journey went well until signs post and poorly kept paths 
caused enforced detours. However, the hardened walkers of 
our bene�ce are not easily put o� by nettles, thistles, very 
long grass and many tractors cutting and mowing. All this 
making the paths invisible or impossible. Checking with the 
map, we could pick up the route back and �nd a cafe that 
was open, not good for the heart.

If you have not fallen asleep by this stage in the mapping 
trivia here is a little more to think about. What other types of 
maps can you think of? 

1) Recipies for a good cake. Deviate from the plan by as much as a pinch of salt and all is lost.

2) If you worked in a technical industry, adherence to design drawings was crucial - plane 
crashes, car won’t stop, washing machine leaks water from new etc. if the plan is not followed 
then all is lost.

3) I located a ‘mouth map’ which shows a dentist the state and position of those teeth that 
need his attention - argh. Ten years ago, who would have thought of mapping one’s teeth?

4) Road maps. The family and I travelled all over the UK and many continental countries with 
paper maps - no ‘Sat Nav’. Linda was the best road map navigator I could have wished for.  
With her skill for alternative routes that avoided tra�c jams, �oods and road works, good 
progress was always assured.



There are many other types of maps, geological maps (search BGS Geology viewer and 
see what lies beneath your feet) - search by town name not post code, earthquake maps, 
hydrological maps, oceanic maps. I have often wondered how ancient mariners 
navigated the open seas and how featureless desert could be travelled with accuracy. 
Mariners had stars, sun, clocks, compass and sextant to guide them; whilst navigating the 

deserts, travellers used the same instruments, 
however, the magnetic compass was replaced 
with a sun compass. The Maj. Ralph Bagnold’s 
sun compass used during WW2 guided allied 
troops over hundred of miles of desert with a 
high degree of accuracy, much to the surprise 
of the Axis forces. I would like to add a sun 
compass to my list of collectables 

If you add to the map and compass a guide 
book then a whole new horizon is opened up. 
You can, if not very con�dent, follow the guide 

book and map, or you can use the guide book to give you new ideas for adventure. Many 
years ago, I collected the ubiquitous Wainright Guides to the Lake District and Poucher’s 
guide to the Snowden area of Wales. I would plan routes with our son Philip with the aid 
of these guide books and map, when one day Philip said “stop, you only need a map and 
compass. Make you own journey you will enjoy it more”.

This statement and its outcome changed the way I 
looked at life - yes guide books help, however, they all 
have minor issues and or require some level of 
interpretation. Not wishing to step on our Vicar’s toes, I 
can say that if you have the ex-prime minister Gordon 
Brown’s ‘Moral compass’ and a copy of the Bible you 
have all the tools to navigate life with a high degree of 
success. The bible won’t take you to faraway place, or 
locate some deep geological feature, however, I �nd it 
removes the stress when life does not go in the 
direction you have planned.

To conclude, pick a map, choose a compass that you 
can use and a guide book to start you o� and enjoy life. 
Get lost a little on you way and see the wonders you 
might have missed by rigorously stick to the route.

Thanks for putting up with my ramblings. If you fancy walking 6 to 8 miles in good 
company why not join us. The walks are roughly every 6 weeks, leaving from Immanuel 
car park. 

Thanks again to all who read and comment. Regards - Peter Hodkinson



My dear friend and companion in salmon �y-�shing, the late Fred Leaver, would take 
Easter week each year on the South Esk. He would book accommodation for himself and 
his wife at "The House of Dunn" and �sh the Hotel water.

It would be Easter Monday 1980 when Fred rang me from the hotel to inform me that his 
�shing companion for the week had been unexpectedly called home. As there was now 
a spare rod, Fred invited me to travel north and share the beat with him. My wife Maureen 
hurriedly packed two suitcases and we duly left Blackburn in the late afternoon the same 
day, arriving in Dundee in time to book into a hotel for the night.

After a late start, the following morning we continued our journey north, arriving at       
the House of Dunn mid-afternoon. Fred greeted us on the front steps of the hotel where,           
at his feet was a fresh run sea lice salmon that Fred had hooked and landed on the �y on 
the bottom beat just after lunch that day.

History tells us that The House of Dunn was originally built as the Laird's hunting lodge 
and, at that time of Easter 1980 it still retained its original furnishings and wood panelling 

Big Fish Lost on the South Esk River, 
ANGUS,  SCOTLAND

(True Story) By Peter Dobson



walls. The bathroom housed a very large cast iron bath, supported by three pairs of cast 
iron calf hoof feet. The bath was so large that its copper plug was attached to a small 
chain and winch to operate the draining of the bath water.

That evening Fred, his wife, myself and Maureen dined on Pheasant and Jug hare in the 
hotel's delightful restaurant, completing the evening in the Residents' Bar where we 
enjoyed a number of drams of malt whiskey.

The following morning I was introduced to 
the �shing. The hotel water is a four rod beat, 
the practice being that two rods �sh the top 
beat in the morning then changing after 
lunch to �sh the lower beat. The beats were 
separated by the old railway bridge that 
crosses the river midway. Fred and I �shed 
the lower beat in the morning; I blanked but 
Fred was rewarded with a 12lb sea-lice �sh. 
We returned to the hotel where we were 

served with a delicious lunch of home-cooked hors d'oeuvres. Afterwards Fred 
introduced me to Hamish, the hotel's ghillie. Hamish was a traditional Scottish ghillie 
dressed in tweed plus-fours, leather brogues and deerstalker hat. Fred told me that 
Hamish was born in 1900, making him eighty years of age. He had been a ghillie all his 
working life. He informed me that Fred and I would be �shing the upper beat above the 
railway bridge, as Fred was familiar with the 
beat. Fred kindly allowed Hamish to look 
after me for the full afternoon.

As Hamish and I walked upstream he 
informed me that the river was running high 
with snow melt water. As the pool we were 
about to �sh had high banks, spinning would 
be the order of the day. Now at that time my 
spinning tackle consisted of the following: 
my rod was the 9’6" long Abu �breglass 
zoom rod with the cranked handle to accommodate my Abu Ambassador 6000c Black 
Multiple Reeler, loaded with 25lb braded line. Hamish asked me to put on the largest, 
heaviest Toby that I had with me. I found a 28gram copper complete with ultra-strong 
treble hook. Arriving at the said pool, Hamish pointed to some willows overhanging the 
far bank, using his arms he directed me to put my bait just under the trees.

After a number of cast I manged to get my distance and Hamish very politely said            
"Mr Dobson, just a little further upstream with your bait!” Hamish knew just where the 
salmon would be lying. At last I got my bait into the spot as instructed. Immediately there 
was an almighty pull on the rod and I was onto a salmon. The �sh took o� upstream 



staying deep. I started to walk backwards up the bank, attempting to get upstream of the 
salmon. All this time I have full pressure in the rod and the reel. Hamish said "take some 
pressure o�", but I continued to hold tight, with a large bend in the powerful Zoom rod. 
Once again Hamish reminded me to let the �sh have the line. By this time I was high up 
the bank, not heeding Hamish's advice. Not once did the �sh come to the surface but 
stayed deep. Then the salmon turned towards our bank.

By this time Hamish was down close to the water's edge with his Sharples of Aberdeen 
Tailer in his hand already set and loaded. Then the �sh swam deep by him. Hamish turned 
towards me with a stern an expression on his face. If I live to be a hundred years old I will 
never forget both the expression on his face and his voice as he said to me "Oh Mr 
Dobson, go careful, it's a big �sh!" No sooner had the words left his lips that, with an 
almighty surge, the 28gram copper Toby came �ying out of the water narrowly missing 
my head. The salmon was o�. 
Hamish turned towards me and, 
with a look of thunder on his face, 
he uttered in his local dialect a 
stream of abuse, words that I 
cannot write down! He walked 
past me, picked up the Toby, 
examined it and then threw it to 
the ground in disgust and 
turning away, walked o� back 
towards the hotel. I in turn picked 
up the Toby, the Toby treble hook 
which are referred to as 'shark 
hooks'. One of the hooks from the 
treble was almost straight due to 
the pressure that I had applied while playing the �sh.

That same evening Fred and I were in the public bar of The House of Dunn. Hamish was 
there at the far end of the bar with two of his local friends. Occasionally he would turn 
and point his �nger in my direction, obviously relaying the event of my disastrous 
attempt to land the �sh.

Now the question I have asked myself many times since is how big is 'big'? Hamish was 
born in 1900 and had worked as a ghillie through the heydays of the 1920's. That was the 
golden age when large Atlantic salmon would run our rivers, (Miss Georgina Ballantine 
recorded a 64lb salmon, caught in 1922). How many big �sh has he seen and witnessed 
landed? I never saw the �sh but Hamish certainly did see it. I did not have the courage to 
ask him its size but his words still ring in my ears, 

"Oh Mr Dobson, it is a big �sh, go careful”!!!!!!!!!!



IN REMEMBRANCE FOR SEPTEMBER

1st 1994 P. Smith    1998 Cli�ord Lincoln
 2024 Howard Michael Ivison
2nd 1988 William Gouldsborough  1989 Robert Almond
 2007 Kathleen Patterson
3rd 1994 Clarence Dewhurst   1994 Kate Porteous
4th 1973 Robert Gill    1987 B.H.Law 
 2012 Norman Handley   
5th 1996 Blanche Sowerbutts   2022 Bernard Mellor
6th 1992 Edward Balderstone   2023 Charles Leighton
7th 1986 Sim Makinson   1984 Ethel R. Magee          
 1991 Maron Longworth   2012 Marion Newbury
 2019 Eileen Holden
8th 1993 Grace Harris   1999 Edith Travis
 2024 Marlene Marrsden
9th 1987 Blodwen Ismay   1992 Robert Grimshaw
 1999 Gwendolin May Wiggins  2001 Lilian Parsons
10th 1991 Hilda Eckersley
11th 1965 Alfred Matthews   1987 Norman Driver 
 1992 Joan Brent    2000 Kathleen Parkinson
12th 1986 Nellie Shepherd   1997 Ada Bradley
 2000 Jessie Gri�ths   2008 Thomas Duncan Gaskell
13th 1999 James Waddington   2010 Anne Hargreaves
14th 1993 John Sharples   1996 Jack Hollis
15th
16th 2015 Richard Pedder
17th 1986 Florence Jane Lumb   1987 Clara Banks
 1992 Albert Lees   1994 James Lang
 1997 Doris Grimshaw   2001 Edith Wright
18th 1993 John Hacking   1998 Lavinia Bradshaw
 2011 Jenny Moulden
19th
20th 1993 Leonard Ashcroft   1999 Emily Vera Taylor
21st 1996 Sandra Long�eld   1998 Robert Houldsworth
 1998 Bob Higson   1999 Ethel Shaw      
 2004  Dick Thornton   2015 Angela Gri�ths
 2019 Cli�ord Gibbs
22nd 1990 Frederick David Williams
23rd 1988 Robert Nutter Higson   1990  David Barker
24th 1981 Thomas Boardman   2002   John William Littleworth
 2013 Edward Ernest Henderson  
25th 1986 Fred Leighton   2001 Mary Morris
 2014 Kay Lesley Clarke
26th 1996 Sheila Walker   1996 Mr. Towers
27th 1978 Hilda Webb    Alastair Barry 
 2015 Don Day
 2004  Simon Catlow   2014 Desmond Brookes
28th 1987 John Miles    1988 Edward C. Jones
 1988 Joseph Hindle   1994  Alan Pickup
 1999 Frank Boardman   2010 Betty Heyes
 2019 Elliott Andrew Davey
29th 2014 Rowland Berryman   2014 Lena Tabiner
30th 1980 Margaret Hill   1989 Nellie Eatough 



IN REMEMBRANCE FOR OCTOBER

1st 1988 Eva Turner 1994 Alice Shorrock
 1995 James W. Moulden 2010 James Henry Gaskell
2nd 2000 Frederick Atherton 2011 Joyce Woods
3rd 1989 Mrs. Madin 1993 Margaret Singleton
4th 1981 Ronald Fred Bradshaw 2002 David Jones
5th 1989 Mary Bertha Leyland
6th 1987 Mabel Nichols 1991 Rita Swinney
 1995 Shirley J. Crompton 1998 Connie Carus
 2015 Annie Smith Mitchell 2016 Edna Ainsworth
7th 1980 David Nicholas Wright 1972 Mary Barrett
 1994 Alan Miller 2007 Patricia Rothwell8th.
8th
9th 1995 John Compton-Edwards 2006 Dora Duckworth
10th 1990 Ronald Petherwick
11th 1920 Fanny Gallagher 1948 Thomas Dickinson
12th 1988 John Crook 1992 Harry Sidgreaves
 2015 Sheila Ann Cotton
13th 
14th 1978 Albert Broome 1988 Richard Walker
 1995 Thomas Gate 2019 Robert David Thomas Nuttall
15th 1996 Albert Edward Bell 2017 Mary Ingham
16th
17th 1986 William Gibson Wishart
18th
19th 1992 Hilda Makinson 1999 Eileen Rogers
 2025 Julie Norse
20th 1989 Henry Branson Knight 1980 Florence Williamson
 2020 Wendy Neville
21st
22nd 1981 Sidney Roland Taylor 2004  Ted Bentley
23rd 1994 Bill Noblet 1999 Doris Ingham
 2016 Ethel Hanley 2017 Thomas Devine
24th 
25th 1967 Margaret M. Brindle 2015 George Alan Bretherton
26th  Mr. Hartley 1988 John Chatburn
 1988 Ernest Gale 2021 Roger Morley
27th 1998 Fred Thompson
28th 1986 Ernest Feilding 1988 Elsie Golden
 1999 Irene Archer 2004  Alice Marsden
29th  Elsie Halliwell 2009 Ralph James Easton
30th 2001 Wilfred Marrow 2011 Edna Woods
31st 1983 Margaret Gladys Heys 1958 Ida Entwistle
 1993 Michael Hocking 1997 Kenneth Thorpe
 1998 Paul Howard Bland



Alison’s Mobile Beauty Treatments

Telephone: 07818 454977

✧   Electrolysis   ✧   Leg and Under Arm Waxing   ✧
✧   Manicures   ✧   Pedicures   ✧

✧   Facials   ✧   Eyebrow and Eyelash Tinting   ✧
✧   Plus More   ✧

20 Years Experience
Specialising in the more Mature Lady

Beauty Treatments are not just for the young
Let’s all get back out there looking our best

No need to venture to a Salon - I come to you

SUNDERLAND PEACOCK       ARCHITECTS

PLEASE CONTACT ANDREW KNOWLES FOR INFORMATION
REGARDING EXTENSIONS, NEW BUILDS AND PLANNING ADVICE
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ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS

HERE

Ian Milne
FENCING CONTRACTOR

NEW FENCES
SUPPLIED AND ERECTED

“Two Oaks”
Houghton Lane, Near Preston

Tel: 01254 851833
Mobile: 07779 650673

For more details
call Phil Entwistle on:

07807 938932



9 New Wellington Street, Blackburn BB2 4DY

24 Hour Personal Attention of
Harry Gibbs - Telephone: 01254 260005

• No Call Centres
• Homely Environment
• Horse Drawn Funerals
• Modern Fleet of Mercedes
• Pre-Paid Funerals
• Private Chapels of Rest
• Covering Blackburn and
 Surrounding Areas
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Registered Office:
Bank House
9 Dicconson Terrace
Lytham St. Annes
Lancashire  FY8 5JY

07708 308814
steve@spotonprinters.co.uk

T

EFor all your printing requirements

SPOT ON
B I S P H A M

 

forbessolicitors.co.uk

Preston: 01772 220 022

Offices in Central Lancashire, Preston, Blackpool, Leeds and Manchester.

Blackburn: 01254 580 000

For legal advice contact:

PASSIONATE,  REAL PEOPLE 
FOCUSED ON YOU



Easy Ways to Help and Support your Church

1)  Join the Parish Giving Scheme;

We know that things are tough, but the church cannot survive 
without regular giving, the church needs funds daily even if you 
only attend once a month. Please consider what you give to church, 
remember we do not receive any other income than that which we 
generate from renting the hall and the money people directly give.

2) Gift Aid your giving;

If you Gift Aid your donations, then for every £10 you give the 
HMRC gives us £2.50 for nothing – it is money you paid in tax 
returned to the church.

3) Join the 100 Club; Annual Payment Now Due

This monthly draw allows you the opportunity to win £50 each 
month. It costs £12 to join for the year and if we can get up to 200 
numbers sold from the current 121, then we will be able to increase 
the prizes with a monthly second prize.

4) Church Magazine;

As well as encouraging you to 
buy a magazine, why not buy  
an extra one and give it to a 
friend, neighbour, someone who 
is lonely etc. If you really cannot 
afford the extra £1 then let     
Phil know and we will organise 
something to allow you to pass 
on to others about our church.

5) Volunteer;

There are always things which 
need to be done, how can you 
help? Please approach us and 
offer a little time, it doesn’t 
need to be weekly but a    
couple of hours here or there 
can always be put to good use.

Thank You!



Vicar Rev Bryn 07493 088 703
Church Warden Phil Entwistle 209096
Deputy Warden Peter Hodkinson 202283
PCC Vice Chair Phil Entwistle 209096
PCC Secretary Margaret Duckworth 202670
PCC Treasurer Linda Moulden 200566
Safeguarding O�cer Joanna Duckworth-Crowell 07837 340 932
Diocesan Safeguarding O�cer Cath Smith 07711 485 170
Vision 2026 Champion Sandy Woods  07947 904 987

Uniformed Organisations

Brownies Leader Nicola Mellor 07930 375 176
 Janet Dent 07843 728 051
Guide Leader Emma Tranter 07837 065 435
Beaver Leader Emma O’Callaghan 07850 459 434
Cub Leader Susie Veevers  07984 448 338
Scout Leader Simon Blake 07717 707 583
Group Scout Leader Suzie Veevers 07984 448 338

Mission & Administration

Deanery Synod Rep Margaret Banks 201906
Deanery Synod Rep  Margaret Duckworth 202670
Deanery Synod Rep  Phil Entwistle 209096
Gift Aid Secretary Diane Greaves 207912
£50.00 Club Secretary Peter Dobson 209089
Electoral Roll O�cer Peter Smith psmith82@tiscali.co.uk
Flower Secretary Kathryn Marsden 201386
 Mary Gri�ths
Children’s Society Rep’ Kathleen Hargreaves    201759
Christian Aid Rep Vacant 
   
Magazine 

Editor Peter Smith psmith82@tiscali.co.uk
Advertising Phil Entwistle 209096
Distribution Peter Dobson 209089

Immanuel Church
Immanuel Vicarage, 51 Lomond Gardens, Blackburn BB2 5BW

07493 088 703
immanuel252@btinternet.com   immanuelchurchfeniscowles.org






